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Why CFs?
• CFs are pervasive; they underlie, explicitly or not, all our educational choices and actions.
• CFs offer a variety of perspectives from which to look at educational problems or research questions.
• CFs provide a solid foundation, with standardized vocabulary and well-grounded principles, on which to build educational R&D projects and interpret outcomes and results.
• CFs allow researchers to build on one another's work, leading to an ever greater understanding that moves the field forward. Problem: Learners are making limited gains from simulation-based surgical skills training and they struggle to transfer that learning into practice under stress and distractions in the operating room. Suggested that learners should practice the skill until they reach a deliberately chosen performance standard, rather than that all learners simply practice for a fixed amount of time.
Authors' CFs
Suggested a research design for criterion measurement: Observe learners' performance on the main task under two conditions:
(1) without distraction vs.
(2) while also performing a secondary task that requires similar cognitive processes.
Major insight gained from the use of CFs
Interpretation: To help learners reach automaticity for a task (e.g., suturing) to a particular standard, clinical educators should require that they continue practicing the task until they can perform it well while substantially distracted. To find CFs...
Conceptual frameworks (CFs)
• Critically review the literature for similar initiatives.
• Note the CFs used.
• Be open-minded to the many frameworks from which to choose.
• Select the one(s) that best fits your needs.
